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NEC Grid Security and Resilience
There have been several incidents recently affecting electric power 
grids in different areas throughout not only the United States, but other 
countries as well. NEC would like to reassure our members that we 
are continuously assessing possible threats to NEC’s electric grid and 
ensuring that appropriate measures are in place. NEC Management 
wants to ensure that securing and protecting the NEC electric grid is 
a top priority, as well as reassure members that NEC Management is 
continuously monitoring, evaluating, and preparing for potential threats 
to our grid.(foursevenonetwotwo) 

Key points that NEC would like our 
members to know is:
•   NEC incorporates multiple layers of security 

across our systems to monitor and protect 
critical infrastructure from natural and man-made threats. For security reasons, we can’t 
speak about specific security measures that we have in place.

•   NEC understands that staying ahead of these challenges is a collaborative effort, and 
NEC Management works alongside industry partners, peer organizations, government 
agencies and local officials to share information and strengthen our systems.

•   NEC is continuously evaluating and applying innovative technologies to improve grid 
resilience and reliability to consumer-members.

NEC Management understands that we are moving into unprecedented times and we are 
doing everything possible to make sure that our members receive the most secure delivery 
of their power at the best prices possible.

(cont. page 2)

NEC offices will be closed on  
Monday, February 20, 2023

in honor of President’s Day .

The NEC Teams have been busy this year with 
lots of maintenance, some new projects, and 
quite a few exciting firsts!!  

WDCYT and Scholarships!

The Board made the decision to begin sending 
representative students from each school (prior 
to 2022 there was a split with half of the schools 
going one year and then the other half going the 
next).  So rather than the 4/5 two year split, now 
there is the possibility for 9 students to go each 
year on this exciting trip.  Additionally, based 
on Management’s recommendations, the Board 
revamped the Scholarship program and changed 
from a per school selection to a per Board District selection.  This allows NEC to reach more 
students, including home school students.  The result is the number of scholarships go from 9 to 16.  
Additionally the Board decided to increase the amount of each scholarship from $2,500 to $3,000.

Safety Trailer Demos:

NEC staff conducted safety demonstrations at the GCSECA Lineman’s Rodeo in Benson. NEC 
staff conducted safety demonstrations at TEP’s Family Day at the Springerville Generating Station. 
The safety demonstrations were well received at both events. NEC will be conducting safety 
demonstrations in the near future for Timber Mesa Fire District and for WMAT Fire Department.  
If there are members who would like to schedule the Safety Demo for any of the community events 
that they are involved in, please reach out to Kim Curry at 928-358-5118 ext. 213.

2022 Is In The Books!!
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Maintenance, upgrades, maintenance, and more maintenance: (continued from page 1)

NEC crews performed various maintenance and upgrades to the NEC network/grid.  This is in an effort to 
continue to improve the reliability of the grid in addition to ensuring that the lowest costs are passed on to the 
membership.  Following are some of the highlights from the year:

McKays Peak:   NEC crews performed line maintenance and tree trimming on McKays Peak to improve 
reliability to the WMAT communications site. 

Hawley Lake:  NEC crews completed line maintenance and tree trimming on the overhead line serving the 
Hawley Lake area.

Sunrise Ski Area:   NEC crews completed a number of maintenance and improvement items at Sunrise 
Ski Area. These include replacing crossarms, insulators, relocation of voltage regulator 
controls and replacing an RV oil recloser with a new Nova vacuum recloser. In addition, 
crews completed the new underground cable installation and energized it.

Transmission Line Maintenance:   NEC crews completed line maintenance items on the Vernon 69 kV 
transmission line. Replaced crossarms, insulators and various hardware.

Helium Plant Line Construction:   NEC crews are rebuilding a single-phase line to three-phase for the 
helium plant project located north of the Springerville Generating Station.

69 kV Transmission ROW:   NEC crews worked with the U.S.F.S. in tree trimming and Rights-of-Way clearing 
on the 69 kV transmission line between Luna Substation and Frisco Ridge.

Show Low Switchyard and Concho Substation:   Drainage issues at the Show 
Low Switchyard and Concho 
Substation were corrected to 
prevent future erosion and 
damage to the sites.

Greens Peak Substation:   NEC crews replaced the substation transformer at the Greens Peak Substation the 
first week of December. 

Hidden Meadow Ranch:   NEC crews completed line maintenance and tree trimming in the Hidden 
Meadow Ranch area to improve reliability during the winter storm season.

McNary Pole Replacements:   Transmission poles and distribution poles damaged in the McNary area have 
all been replaced.

New 69 kV Line Build:  NEC constructed a new 69kV line between our Show Low Switch Yard and 
Wagon Wheel along Penrod.  This project will improve reliability in the Pinetop-
Lakeside, McNary, and Whiteriver areas as well as improve the overall stability 
of the NEC grid.

Community Fun:

NEC loves to get out in the community and hang out with the membership at various community events.  
This year NEC employees were at the Derby Down the Deuce, Catron County Fair, Apache County Fair, 
Town of Pinetop Lakeside Trunk or Treat.  Some of the larger events that NEC was proud to be a sponsor 
of in addition to the above include The White Mountain Balloon Festival, The Run to the Pines Car 
Show, and the Show Low Film Festival.  NEC also participated at Scholarship Fairs with both Blue Ridge 
High School and Show Low High Schools!  If you have a community event that you would like NEC to 
participate in, please contact Jennifer Wade at jwade@navopache.org with the details.

NEC truly values our membership and
we look forward to serving you in 2023,

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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OPERATION ROUND UP DONATIONS ®

Navopache Electric Cooperative 
(NEC) is one of many electric 
cooperatives across the country to 
offer a special program to benefit 
charitable organizations. The 
program is called Operation Round Up®, and is a community 
service fund-raising program. 
Operation Round Up® was founded upon the same principle 
that led to the creation of electric cooperatives over 75 years 
ago – people helping people.  Just as neighbors banded together 
to form cooperatives back in the 1930s to bring electricity to 
the rural areas, Operation Round Up® allows co-op members 
today to reach out to worthy causes and work together in helping 

others. NEC collects the Operation Round Up funds each month from members who participate in the program. 
Then NEC transfers the funds to Navopache Charitable Funds, Inc., a 501 C(3) nonprofit organization.
Each quarter, the Board of Directors of Navopache Charitable Fund, Inc. meets to review funding requests 
received from various community organizations. The Board then determines if the request meets the qualifications 
for a donation and the amount to donate.

For the last quarter of 2022 the Board decided to donate to 
the following organizations:

The Heber Overgaard Community 
Resource Network 
Heber Overgaard Food Bank
Town of Pinetop Lakeside
WMAT Elderly Services
St. Vincent DePaul
SHINE Club

PMS Catron County Senior 
Program
Concho Kitchens United
Concho CAN (Community Action 
Network)
Round Valley Animal Rescue

3102507
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is published by 
Navopache Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
1878 W. White Mountain Blvd.
Lakeside, AZ  85929
1-800-543-6324 • 1-928-368-5118
www.navopache.org
This publication is intended for members of Navopache Electric 
Cooperative and is mailed with the members’ monthly billing. As 
the official publication of the cooperative, the purpose of “hiLites” 
is to inform consumers on matters pertaining to cooperative news, 
rural electrification, safety, efficient use of electricity and improved 
rural living. 
Notary services are available at all NEC offices, except Whiteriver.

We hide account numbers each month in the “hiLites” . 
If you find your number, please contact our office

 and we’ll give you a $10 credit on your next
Navopache Electric Co-op billing .

Share Your Favorite Recipes
Navopache Electric Cooperative would love to share 
some of your favorite recipes with our readers . Send in 
your favorite recipes along with your name and the 
town you live in (so we can give you credit) to: 

Navopache Electric Co-op 
Attn:  “hiLites” Editor

1878 W . White Mountain Blvd . 
Lakeside, AZ 85929 

or e-mail it to jwade@navopache .org

Pull Apart
    Pizza Bread

Cauliflower Wings

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Circulate savings! Ceiling 
fans are a great way 
to keep cool during 
summer months and can 
even allow you to raise 
your thermostat setting 
about 4 degrees without 
affecting your comfort. 

Source: energy.gov

Energy Efficiency “Tip of the Month”

Favorite Dry Rub Wings
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Blocked air vents force your heating system to work harder than necessary and increase pressure in your duct 
work, which can cause cracks and leaks to form. Make sure all air vents are unobstructed from furniture, drapes 
or other items to ensure sufficient circulation throughout your home. If necessary, purchase a vent extender, 
which can be placed over the vent to redirect air flow from underneath furniture. Source: energy.gov

1.   Preheat oven to 325°F. Stir together mozzarella, pepperoni, 
Parmesan, basil, parsley, and oregano in a large bowl. Combine 
oil and garlic in a small bowl, and drizzle over cheese mixture. 
Cut biscuits into quarters; add dough pieces to cheese mixture, 
and toss gently to coat. Transfer mixture to a lightly greased 
nonstick Bundt pan, and bake in preheated oven until top is 
golden and a wooden pick inserted in center comes out clean,   
45 to 50 minutes.

2.   Let bread rest in pan about 5 minutes. 
Remove bread from pan, and garnish with 
additional Parmesan and basil. Serve with 
marinara sauce.

•   8 ounces pre-shredded low-moisture 
mozzarella cheese (about 2 cups)

•   1 (5-oz.) pkg. mini pepperoni
•   3 ounces fresh Parmesan cheese, 

shredded (about 3/4 cup), plus more 
for garnish

•   1/2 cup chopped fresh basil, plus more 
for garnish

•   1/4 cup chopped 
fresh flat-leaf 
parsley

•   2 tablespoons 
chopped fresh 
oregano

•   2 tablespoons 
olive oil

•   2 teaspoons grated fresh garlic
•   2 (16-oz.) cans refrigerated biscuit 

dough
•   1 cup jarred marinara sauce, warmed

1.   Stir together paprika, kosher salt, freshly ground black pepper, 
garlic powder, dried oregano, and cayenne pepper in a bowl. 
Use immediately, or store in an airtight container up to 1 year.   
Makes 2 cups.

2.   Prepare smoker according to manufacturer’s instructions with 
an area cleared of coals to create an indirect-heat area, bringing 
internal temperature to 215°F; maintain temperature 15 to 
20 minutes. Toss chicken wings and drumettes in approx. 2 
tablespoons (adjust to your taste) dry rub until liberally coated. 
Smoke chicken over indirect heat, maintaining temperature 
inside smoker around 215°F until done, 1 ½ to 2 hours.

•  ½ cup paprika
•  ¼ cup kosher salt
•  ¼ cup freshly ground black pepper
•  ¼ cup garlic powder
•  2 ½ tablespoons dried oregano
•  2 tablespoons cayenne pepper
•  1 pound chicken wings and drumettes

1.   Preheat oven to 450°F. Line a baking sheet with parchment 
paper; set aside. In a large bowl, whisk together flour, garlic 
powder, onion powder, paprika, pepper, and salt. Add milk 
and whisk until no lumps remain. Dip each cauliflower floret 
into batter and allow excess to drip off before transferring to 
prepared baking sheet. Bake until coating begins to brown and 
cauliflower is completely tender, about 20 minutes. Allow to 
cool slightly on baking sheet.

2.   While cauliflower bakes, stir together hot sauce, melted butter, 
and honey until homogenous. Dip a cooked cauliflower floret 
in the sauce and turn to coat. Remove to a platter, allowing any 
excess sauce to drip off, and repeat with remaining florets. Serve 
with ranch dressing if desired.

Dry Rub
•  1 cup all-purpose flour
•  1/2 teaspoon garlic powder
•  1/2 teaspoon onion powder
•  1/4 teaspoon paprika
•   1/4 teaspoon freshly cracked 

pepper
•  1 teaspoon kosher salt
•  1 cup milk
•   1 head of cauliflower, cut into 

large florets

Sauce
•   1/4 cup hot sauce (such as 

Cholula)
•  4 tablespoons butter, melted
•  1 tablespoon honey


