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Happy Thanksgiving!

76th Annual Navopache Electric
Cooperative Annual Meeting
This year’s 76th Annual Meeting of the Members was a success! We were happy
to see a definite increase in attendance and loved visiting with many of our
happy members. We easily met our quorum with 149 members in attendance
with many of them bringing one or more guests!
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The meeting opened with Fred Harper, our current Board Vice Chair, who
discussed NEC’s financial strength and explained that it is the reason NEC has
been able to pay out $1,771,755 in capital credits to those members receiving
service between 1984 and 1986. He spoke about developing a culture of service
Chuck Moore, CEO
and 2-way communication via member survey which provides management
feedback for areas of improvement. He spoke on coal, natural gas, and renewables and how
shutting down coal-fired plants has increased the price of wholesale electricity, which has put a lot
of pressure on the industry in regards to increased electricity costs. He advised that NEC’s service
territory area is the third highest in lightning strikes across the country, and with system upgrades
funded by NEC, the reliability and safety of the system continues to improve. Mr. Harper then
noted employee development and retention with regular training in all areas of cooperative
operations through multiple learning methods. (twotwosixeightthreezerosix)
NEC President and CEO, Chuck Moore, then addressed the membership and hit the following
highlights for the past year:
Scholarship Program: Mr. Moore reported on NEC’s Board-approved changes to the
Scholarship Program beginning in 2022. He advised that NEC now awards two scholarships per
Board District for a total of 16 scholarships annually of $3,000 each.
Washington DC Youth Tour: Mr. Moore discussed the Board-approved changes to the
Washington DC Youth Tour beginning in 2022. NEC now awards one student per school for a
total of 9 students annually.
Operation Round Up: NEC deposits all funds into the Navopache Charitable Fund. In 2022,
the Navopache Charitable Fund distributed $10,900 among 15 local charities throughout NEC’s
service area.
Capital Credits: Mr. Moore explained that the Board approved the retirement of Capital Credits
for the years 1984-1986. The amount retired was $1,771,755, and checks were issued in April 2022.
System Reliability: Mr. Moore touched on three areas: tree trimming, system maintenance,
and system improvements. With the high number of thunderstorms this area experiences, tree
trimming prevents line damage and outages through constant maintenance. He then discussed
how NEC has completed approximately $13 million in system improvements. Mr. Moore also
discussed the 69 kV transmission line rebuild project along Penrod Road. He explained how the
new rebuilt line will improve reliability to the Pinetop, Lakeside, McNary
and Whiteriver areas.
Wholesale Power Supply Challenges: Mr. Moore discussed the
reduction of hydro generation at Lake Mead and Lake Powell due to
low water levels. Mr. Moore explained how NEC works within current
wholesale power contracts for market purchases to make energy as
affordable as possible for the members.
2022 Election Year: Mr. Moore advised that with 2022 being an
election year, it is important to vote the whole ballot, including
NEC
the two Arizona Corporation Commissioner seats. He
will be closed in
noted that the Arizona Corporation Commissioners have a
direct impact on electric cooperatives and it is important for
observance of the
cooperative members to carefully consider the candidates.
Thanksgiving holiday,
Thank you to the members who were able to attend the meeting –

we loved seeing you there!

Thursday,
November 24, 2022
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Did You Know NEC Offers a Surge Protection Program?
Many of you are aware that power surges can enter your house through the electrical lines. Sometimes, when
the surge is strong enough, members can experience damage to many of their electrical appliances.

Navopache Electric Cooperative (NEC) offers our members a solution to help protect against the sporadic surges that
our members occasionally experience. NEC will provide and install the SurgeGuard device which is a Brooks low
profile meter based surge arrester which includes a Limited Warranty package through Brooks Utility Products.
Brooks low profile meter base surge arrester with an integrated safety shield has been specifically designed for
installation at the electrical meter socket for “whole house” residential primary protection. It simply plugs in
behind your meter. SurgeGuard has been engineered to provide a very high level of surge protection in a low
profile meter socket adapter for residential or light commercial.
The Brooks warranty provides to the Member an extended warranty against consequential damage to residential
appliances, which are of electro-mechanical nature. Such products are defined as: washers, dryers, refrigerators,
freezers, dish washers, electric ranges, HVAC units, garbage disposal units, sump pumps, and other such
mechanical or motor driven appliances.
Unfortunately, this Warranty expressly excludes coverage
of “electronic equipment” employing semiconductor or
microprocessor technology. Such products include, but are
not limited to, VCRs, DVD Players, Blu-Ray Players, televisions,
personal computers, tablets, microwave ovens, and other audio/
visual or similar electronic equipment. These types of devices
should be protected by surge protectors specifically designed for
electronic equipment.
For more detailed information on pricing and how to get signed
up and protected through our Surge Protection Program, please
call our Member Quality Assurance Department today at 928368-5118 or toll free at 1800-543-6324.

NEC offices will be closed
Friday, December 23 and
Monday, December 26, 2022
for the Christmas Holiday.
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NEC offices will be closed
Monday, January 2, 2023
for New Years.
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Time to Harvest…Safely!
Howdy White Mountain residence! Fall is finally and officially here!
The weather is cooling, the leaves are changing and its pumpkin spice
flavored everything! Having the good fortune of living in the White
Mountains places us in the best local to truly enjoy the beauty and vast
differences of all four seasons. With winter on its way, we often feel the
urgency to prepare and ready ourselves and our families for the cold
months ahead. From securing fire wood to canning the last vegetables
from the garden, we focus on the often mundane chores. However, for
many of us living in the White Mountains there is one fall activity we look forward to the most…hunting season!
We are truly blessed to have some of the best wild game harvest opportunities and hunting areas in the entire state.
For many of us, hunting is a big part of our American heritage affording us the opportunity to enjoy precious time
in the outdoors with family and friends. Whether we are lucky enough to draw a coveted big game permit or spend
the season chasing small game, we cherish the time, exercise and hopefully the occasional harvest. The last thing
any of us want is to have our season and time outdoors cut short from negligence in safety. Let’s face it, this type
of outdoor recreation is dangerous as it involves firearms (and other weapons), sharp cutlery, off road vehicle use
and the list goes on! While I could write pages on outdoor and hunting safety, we will stay to the basics of firearm
safety. From beginner to expert, here are five gun safety rules that should never be forgotten or broken:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

Treat every gun as if it were loaded.
Always point your gun in a safe direction.
Never point your gun at anything you don’t intend to shoot.
Keep your finger off the trigger until you’re ready to shoot.
Be sure of your target and what’s beyond.

There are of coarse additional hunting safety rules and ethics that each of us should follow and teach to our youngsters
who are interested in hunting. In fact the Arizona Game and Fish Department offers plenty of firearm and hunting
educational opportunities on line and/or in person. Simply visit their web site at www.azgfd.com for more information.
Keep in mind that statistically speaking hunting is a very safe sport compared to other popular sports and considering
the amount of hunters afield nationwide (https://www.dnr.state.mn.us/hunting/tips/myths.html)

41507

As mentioned the fall hunting harvest can be some serious fun as long as we take safety serious. I have
enjoyed a lifetime of outdoor fun and look forward to many more years spent with family and friends harvesting
the wild. I have accidently created a Christmas tradition involving hunting that has spanned more than a decade
now. Each fall I painstakingly prepare around 60 pounds of smoked summer sausage to distribute as gifts to family
and friends. The main ingredient is of course game meat. The species providing the meat is always a fun surprise
and derives from whatever animal myself, my wife or my children are fortunate enough to harvest that fall.
However, the reaction to the quality of the product is more often not a surprise at all. In fact I often wonder if I
were to go to the happy hunting grounds today what would these people miss the most… me or their Christmas
summer sausage?
Wes Reidhead
Safety/Loss Control Specialist
Navopache Electric Cooperative
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Wes’s Western Smoked Venison
1 hind quarter of a small to medium sized deer or
pronghorn antelope preferably bone in with shank portion
cut off (or large elk ham roast).
¼ cup extra virgin olive oil
¼ cup fajita seasoning (or whatever seasonings you like)

Make sure the venison is dry and clean, pat dry with paper towel if necessary.
Place the leg or roast in a large pan and coat with olive oil. Sprinkle seasoning
on generously (The olive oil holds the seasoning and allows the smoke to
adhere to the meat).
Cover loosely and set meat where it can rest for 1 hour at room temperature.
The cooking portion of this meat will vary widely depending on what type of
smoker you have and how much smoke flavor you like (I use a Bradley brand
smoker and I prefer using the whiskey oak wood pucks for smoking venison).
I start my smoker at 160 degrees (Fahrenheit) place the meat as far away from
the heat source as possible. Leave meat to smoke (usually around 3-4 hours) or
until a dark bark forms on the outside of meat. Flip the meat over and check
internal temperature with a meat thermometer (make sure the probe is near
the bone or the center of meat). Again you may need to adjust smoke and heat
according to how your brand of smoker performs.
Adjust heat as needed to reach an internal temperature of 160 degrees. Once
temperature is reached take the meat out and wrap in foil. Allow meat to
cool slowly.
The key here is making sure the meat is not overcooked! Meat should have a
nice pink color throughout.
I know you’re thinking this is a lot of smoked meat! Yes, this is true and on
purpose. I usually cut slices at about ½ inch thick to eat right away while warm
as a part of a meal. I then refrigerate the meat until cool. Remove the meat
from the bone in large chunks and slice thin using a meat slicer. This produces
the best deli style roast beef (venison) you have ever eaten. I portion it out and
freeze in small freezer baggies to make amazing sandwiches for weeks to come.
I assure you that whoever you decide to share this meat with (or not :) will not
believe it is venison!

Wes’s Venison Stroganoff
1 pound uncooked wide egg noodles
1/2 stick of butter (can substitute
extra virgin olive oil)
1 1/2 pounds of venison cubed or
thinly-sliced
1 small white onion, diced
1 pound sliced mushrooms (canned
mushrooms work fine)

1 tablespoon minced garlic (or 4
cloves)
1 1/2 cups beef stock
1 tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
3 tablespoons all-purpose flour
1 cup sour cream
Salt and pepper to taste
parsley (optional)

Cook the noodles: Cook egg noodles in a large stockpot of salted water until
they are soft, according to package instructions, then drain and set aside.
Whisk together the beef stock, Worcestershire sauce and flour until smooth
in a separate bowl, set aside.
Sauté the venison: melt 2 tablespoons of the butter (oil) in a large sauté pan
over medium-high heat. Add the venison and cook until slightly browned.
Salt and pepper to taste. Add the remaining 2 tablespoons butter (oil) to the
sauté pan, add the onions and sauté for about 3 minutes. Add mushrooms
and sauté for an additional 5-7 minutes, stirring occasionally, or until the
mushrooms are cooked and the onions are soft. Add the garlic and sauté for
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Share Your Favorite Recipes

Navopache Electric Cooperative would love to share
some of your favorite recipes with our readers. Send in
your favorite recipes along with your name and the
town you live in (so we can give you credit) to:

Navopache Electric Co-op
Attn: “hiLites” Editor
1878 W. White Mountain Blvd.
Lakeside, AZ 85929
or e-mail it to jwade@navopache.org

Venison Stroganoff (cont.)

1 minute, stirring occasionally.
Then add the prepared beef
stock mixture and deglaze the
pan by using your cooking
spoon to scrape the brown
bits off the bottom of the pan.
Let the mixture simmer for 5
minutes, stirring occasionally.
Stir in the sour cream and cook
until slightly creamy. Salt and pepper to taste.
Serve warm over egg noodles, garnished with a sprinkle of parsley
(I like to add a few drops of Red Devil hot sauce!)
Note: this stuff goes fast and makes great leftovers!

Both Venison Recipes
Submitted by Wes Reidhead
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We hide account numbers each month in the “hiLites”.
If you find your number, please contact our office
and we’ll give you a $10 credit on your next
Navopache Electric Co-op billing.

Remember to close your
fireplace damper (unless
a fire is burning). Keeping
the damper open is
like leaving a window
Is your home heating system ready for the winter chill? One of the easiest ways to keep your system running
wide open during the
efficiently is to regularly replace filters. If your central air system has a furnace filter, it should be replaced about
winter, allowing warm
every 90 days. If your home is heated through warm-air registers, baseboard heaters or radiators, remember to
air to escape through the
Source: energy.gov
clean them regularly to boost efficiency.
chimney.
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