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Happy St. Patrick’s Day!
Working with Local Legislators

“All politics is local.” This observation by the late Thomas
P. “Tip” O’Neill, Jr., former Speaker of the House of
Representatives, means that even national politics have a local
impact, and people care most about issues that directly affect them. Indirectly,
this famous adage underscores the importance and value of local politics.
At Navopache Electric Cooperative (NEC), we think it’s critical to develop and
cultivate relationships with local legislators because they craft, introduce and
Chuck Moore, CEO
vote on legislation that impacts the local business climate, the environment
and quality of life for our community. That’s why we work closely with our
local elected officials. Afterall, our purpose is to provide safe, reliable, affordable energy, but our
mission is to help our community thrive.
NEC is a local business that
powers economic development
and prosperity for our region. As
a cooperative, we have deep roots
here, and we listen closely to our
members to better understand
the needs of the community. Our
leadership, board members and
employees live and work right
here in the community we serve.
We strive to be an advocate
for our community, ensuring
Senate Floor during session
that local legislators know,
understand and act on the issues that are important to our area. (threezerofivetwozerosix)
Providing industry guidance and expertise
As a practical matter, we recognize that most legislators are “generalists,” yet they vote on a wide
range of issues. Their expertise may not include the changing energy industry, which is why NEC
provides guidance and expertise from subject matter experts who’ve been in the energy industry for
many years.
Today’s energy landscape is an increasingly complex topic covering not only the traditional
engineering and vegetation management aspects of the industry, but also encompasses technology,
cybersecurity, the electrification of the transportation sector and more.
Our experts provide briefings and background to legislators, committees and staff, and we offer
expert testimony for hearings and other legislative or regulatory meetings or gatherings. And
because we’re involved in economic development and we know local community leaders, we can
provide insight on how issues and policies under discussion might impact our region.
NEC as a convener
In addition, we periodically invite legislators and their staff to NEC for tours so they can see
first-hand how we operate and can view our operations center, substations, and the unique area
that our service territory covers. At the end of January, NEC and GCSECA (cooperative statewide
association) were at the Capitol to meet with Legislators to discuss important issues impacting
our members in the rural communities. Issues discussed include the removal of the double
assessment of energy consumption which HB2232 addresses
and HB2101 which cleans up state statues regarding the
deregulation of the utility industry and retail competition.
Representing your best interests
We strive to be a trusted resource on energy issues. Because
of our deep roots in the community, we have a firm
understanding of local issues and needs. We will continue
looking after the long-term interests of our consumermembers. This means we are able to cultivate and foster
positive, productive relationships with legislators who know
and trust us, because we’re advocating on behalf of the
community we serve.
Continued on page 2
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We’re proud to power your life and bring
good things to the community. We hope you’ll
continue to advise NEC on matters of importance
so we can continue to advocate on your behalf
and improve the quality of life for all.

NEC CEO Chuck Moore,
House of Representatives Member Brenda Barton,
Board Director Bill Arendell

Board Directors Steve Heckathorne, Herbert Tate,
and Board Chair Brad Baker
in between legislative member meetings

NEC CEO Chuck Moore, Senator Wendy Rogers,
NEC Board Director Bill Arendell
Senator Sine Kerr, NEC CEO Chuck Moore,
Board Director Bill Arendell

Safety Share
with
Wes Reidhead

NEC has recently seen an increase in contractors and homeowners
not calling 811 (Bluestake) before excavating. Other common issues
include contractors and home owners calling 811, but not waiting the
required time allowed (2 working days-excluding holidays) for the utility
companies to come to the property and mark utilities.
When this happens, it can lead to striking underground utilities while
excavating and can create serious safety hazard such as electrocution
or an explosion. It might seem like an inconvenience, but it truly is in
everyone’s best interest to call 811 and wait the 2 days.

811 informational brochures are available at our front office or for more information you can go to Arizona811.com
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$3,000 Scholarships Available for 16 Graduating Seniors
Navopache Electric Cooperative (NEC) will offer 16 $3,000 scholarships to graduating seniors
including home school students, in NEC’s service area for 2022. For 2022, NEC will select up
to two students per NEC Board of Directors district. Applications are available on the NEC
website as well as at the following high schools: Alchesay High School; Blue Ridge High School;
Mogollon High School; Reserve High School; Round Valley High School; St. Johns High
School; Show Low High School; Cibecue High School; and Sequioa Village School.
The scholarship guidelines are as follows:
1. P
 arents or guardians of the student applying must have an active NEC account. The parents or guardians and the student must live
in one of the NEC Board district service areas.
2. S cholarships will be paid in increments of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) for each semester, a limit of two semesters,
totaling three thousand dollars ($3,000). There is a time frame of four school year terms in which to use the money.
3. Scholarships will apply to a university, college, junior college or vocational school.
4. Th
 e NEC Scholarship Selection Committee made up of NEC employees and members will provide recommendations on award of
the scholarships to the NEC Board of Directors.
NEC prides itself in being involved with the community and in offering this opportunity to students bound for higher education and
skill development and training. Since the cost of higher education and training continues to rise, NEC offers Scholarships each year.
All applications must be received in the main NEC headquarters (1878 W. White Mountain Blvd, Lakeside) by the close of business
(6:00 p.m.) on March 31, 2022.

Scholarship Selection Committee Volunteer Opportunity!
This is your chance to get involved – no special experience necessary – just enthusiasm and a desire
to interact with a lot of bright and wonderful students from our communities.
NEC is looking for member volunteers to serve on the committee alongside a few of NEC employees
to help select the 2022 Scholarship recipients.
Members will be required to serve with the other committee participants at the NEC Lakeside office
to review and score applications and essays, as well as come in on a Saturday for student interviews.

For more information or to register to volunteer
please contact Jennifer Wade at jwade@navopache.org or 928-368-5118 ext. 285.

1133008

Navopache Electric Cooperative

Instant Pot Irish Stew
1 tablespoon butter
1 tablespoon olive oil
1 ¼ pounds lamb shoulder, cubed
1 onion, diced
2 shallots, diced
2 cloves garlic, minced
½ teaspoon white cooking wine
2 carrots, or more to taste, sliced
into rounds

¾ lb. small red potatoes, halved
½ teaspoon dried rosemary
½ teaspoon dried thyme
1 ½ cups beef broth
2 tablespoons cold water
1 tablespoon potato starch
salt & ground black pepper to taste

Step 1- Warm butter and oil in a multi-functional pressure cooker
(such as Instant Pot®) set to Saute function. Add lamb and cook until
browned on all sides, about 5 minutes. Transfer to a plate. Add onion
and shallots to the pot; cook and stir until translucent, 4 to 5 minutes.
Add garlic and cook for 1 minute longer.
Step 2- Pour wine into the pot and scrape up any browned bits off the
bottom of the pot. Cook until wine is reduced by half, 3 to 5 minutes.
Place carrots and potatoes on top of onions. Season with rosemary
and thyme; stir to combine well. Arrange lamb over vegetables; pour
beef broth on top. (oneninezerothreeonezerofive)
Step 3- Close and lock the lid. Open vent for steaming. Select Meat/
Stew function; set timer for 20 minutes. Allow 10 to 15 minutes for
pressure to build.
Step 4- Release pressure using the natural-release method according
to manufacturer’s instructions, about 10 minutes. Meanwhile, mix
water and potato starch until creamy.
Step 5- Unlock and remove lid. Switch to Saute function. Stir potato
starch mixture into the stew; cook until thickened, 2 to 3 minutes.
Season with salt and pepper.

Grandma Mottle’s Blarney Stones

2 cups confectioners’ sugar
½ cup milk, or as needed
1 ½ teaspoons vanilla
extract

2 cups dry roasted salted
peanuts, finely chopped
1 pound cake, cut into bitesize cubes

Step 1- Pour confectioners’ sugar in a bowl. Gradually add milk, whisking
constantly, until mixture has a thin frosting consistency; whisk in vanilla
extract.
Step 2- Place chopped peanuts in a bowl. Line a flat surface or a plate with
waxed paper.
Step 3- Dip 1 pound cake cube in frosting and roll cube in peanuts; place on
wax paper to dry. Repeat with remaining pound cake pieces.

We hide account numbers each month in the “hiLites”. If you
find your number, please contact our office
and we’ll give you a $10 credit on your next
They’re out
of sight, but
don’t billing.
Navopache
Electric
Co-op
Energy Efficiency
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Recipes

Share Your Favorite Recipes

Navopache Electric Cooperative would love to share
some of your favorite recipes with our readers. Send in
your favorite recipes along with your name and the
town you live in (so we can give you credit) to:

Navopache Electric Co-op
Attn: “hiLites” Editor
1878 W. White Mountain Blvd.
Lakeside, AZ 85929
or e-mail it to jwade@navopache.org

St. Patrick’s Day
12 eggs
Deviled Eggs
green egg dye
¼ cup mayonnaise
2 small stalks celery from the
heart, minced

2 drops green food coloring, or
as desired
24 small fresh parsley leaves

Step 1- Place eggs in a saucepan and cover with water. Bring to a
boil, remove from heat, and let eggs stand in the hot water for 15
minutes. Remove from hot water and chill at least 30 minutes in a
bowl of cold water or in the refrigerator, until eggs are cold.
Step 2- Prepare egg dye according to package directions in a large
metal or glass bowl.
Step 3- Gently crack eggs but do not remove shells so that the egg
dye can reach the egg whites.
Step 4- Place the cracked hard-cooked eggs into the dye, working
in batches if necessary, until dye seeps through the cracks and
colors the eggs slightly, about 5 minutes per batch.
Step 5- Rinse eggs and peel to expose the green marbled color;
slice eggs in half lengthwise.
Step 6- Scoop egg yolks into a bowl and mash with a fork and mix
in the mayonnaise and celery; stir green food coloring into the
yolk mixture.
Step 7- Spoon the yolk mixture into the egg halves; top each egg
half with a parsley leaf.
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Notary services are available at all NEC offices, except Whiteriver.

forget about your air ducts.
Taking care of them can save
money and energy. Check
ducts for air leaks. Take care
of minor sealing jobs with
heat-approved
tape,
especially
When
was your
cooling
system last serviced? Most manufacturers recommend an annual tune up for your home’s cooling
in attics and
in vented
crawl time to schedule this service so you can beat the summer rush when the pros are busiest.
system.
March
is a great
spaces. Call the pros for major
Aductwork
qualifiedrepairs.
professional can check the amount of refrigerant, accuracy of the thermostat, condition of belts and motors and
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other factors that can impact the efficiency of your system.
Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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