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Dale Richard Retires
NEC recently 
said goodbye to one of our 
Engineering Technicians, Dale 
Richard, after 27 years. Dale has 
seen a lot since joining the NEC 
team in 1995! Members of the 
NEC team gathered together on 
his last day and enjoyed cake 
and reminiscing about their 
friendship and adventures with 
Dale over the years. 

One of the best stories shared during his retirement party was from Danny Shurter.  
Danny explained about his first time out in the field with the ‘old timer’ Dale. 
Danny wanted to get to the job site using the new GPS and Dale pointed him in a 
different, but tried and true, way.  
Yes Danny insisted that the GPS 
way was better…Dale, patient as 
ever, let Danny have his way and 
so off they went….and soon they 
came to a pretty rough, almost 
impassible part of a nearly non-existent ‘road’…and Danny after deciding he really 
didn’t want to take the vehicle any further, had to turn to the ‘old timer’ and say…..
what were you saying about the alternative way of getting to the job site? And sure 
enough….it was a shorter, and much easier, way to get there. Long story short  - 
Danny explained that Dale taught him not only a valuable career lesson, but life 
lesson, in that you can learn a lot from not only your own experiences, but from 
those around you that have been there before. And wow – in Dales 27 years – he has 
been there before, yes - he has definitely been all over the NEC territory!

Dale will definitely be missed, 
but his NEC family is excited for 
him to begin all of his adventures 
in his ‘next life’ and we are so 
thankful and grateful for all that 
he has added to NEC!
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Navopache Charitable Fund Donations
The Board of Directors for the Navopache Charitable Fund have been out and about over the last several weeks 
giving out the latest donations to their selected organizations, For this round, the Board decided that each district 
would receive $750 to use towards worthy causes.

Brad Baker—District 2— chose St. Vincent DePaul 
to receive his districts $750 donation. St. Vincent 
DePaul has served our communities in so many 
ways and it is an honor to be able to contribute in 
helping them to continue to do so.

Steve Heckathorne—District 6 - chose the Show Low 
Youth Recreation and Sports Foundations to receive 
the $750 donation to assist in continuing to provide 
the programs for the youth in not only Show Low, 
but all of the surrounding communities.

Bill Arendell, District 7—chose Ponderosa 
Lions Foundation to receive $750 to assist them 
in continuing to serve the Heber-Overgaard 
Communities.

Tank Peterson—
District 4— 
chose the Cpl. 
Joe McCarthy 
Foundation to 
receive the $750 
for his district. 
The Foundation 
is dedicated to a 
variety of worthy 
patriotic effort 
such as reaching 
out to children of 
veterans in a variety 
of ways such as by 
providing school 
supplies, hosting 

youth parties and dances, or assisting in school sponsored 
events. The foundation also recognizes soldiers each yeas 
by sending holiday packages with home baked goods and 
letters as well as replacing missing or tattered flags at local 
cemeteries. (ninetwofourtwozeronine)
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$3,000 Scholarships Available for 16 Graduating Seniors
Navopache Electric Cooperative (NEC) will offer 16 $3,000 
scholarships to graduating seniors including home school 
students, in NEC’s service area for 2022. For 2022, NEC will 
select up to two students per NEC Board of Directors district. 
Applications will be available on the NEC website starting 
January 15, 2022 as well as being available through local high 
school counseling offices. Applications will be available at the 
following high schools:  Alchesay High School; Blue Ridge High 
School; Mogollon High School; Reserve High School; Round 
Valley High School; St. Johns High School; Show Low High 
School; Cibecue High School; and Sequioa Village School.  

The scholarship guidelines are as follows:

1.   Parents or guardians of the student applying must have an active NEC account. The parents or guardians and the student 
must live in one of the NEC Board district service areas.

2.   Scholarships will be paid in increments of one thousand five hundred dollars ($1,500) for each semester, a limit of two 
semesters, totaling three thousand dollars ($3,000). There is a time frame of four school year terms in which to use the 
money.

3.  Scholarships will apply to a university, college, junior college or vocational school.

4.   The NEC Scholarship Selection Committee made up of NEC employees and members will provide recommendations on 
award of the scholarships to the NEC Board of Directors.

NEC prides itself in being involved with the community and in offering this opportunity to students bound for higher education.  
Since the cost of higher education continues to rise, NEC offers Scholarships each year.

All applications must be received in the main NEC headquarters (1878 W. White Mountain Blvd, Lakeside) 
by the close of business (6:00 p.m.) on March 31, 2022.

Looking for Volunteers!!  
WDCYT Selection Committee Volunteer 
Opportunity!
Scholarship Selection Committee Volunteer 
Opportunity!
This is your chance to get involved – no special experience 
necessary – just enthusiasm and a desire to interact with a lot 
of bright and wonderful students from our communities.
NEC is looking for member volunteers to serve on either or both selection committees alongside a few of NEC 
employees to help select the Washington D.C. Youth Tour winners as well as the 2022 Scholarship recipients.
Members will be required to serve with the other 
committee participants at the NEC Lakeside office 
to review and score applications and essays, as well 
as come in on a Saturday for student interviews.
For more information or to register to volunteer 
please contact Jennifer Wade at
jwade@navopache.org or 928-368-5118 ext. 285.

Please indicate which committee you are 
interested in volunteering for.

Monday, February 21st1306211
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We hide account numbers each month in the “hiLites” . 
If you find your number, please contact our office

 and we’ll give you a $10 credit on your next
Navopache Electric Co-op billing .

Share Your Favorite Recipes
Navopache Electric Cooperative would love to share 
some of your favorite recipes with our readers . Send in 
your favorite recipes along with your name and the 
town you live in (so we can give you credit) to: 

Navopache Electric Co-op 
Attn:  “hiLites” Editor

1878 W . White Mountain Blvd . 
Lakeside, AZ 85929 

or e-mail it to jwade@navopache .org

Green Chili Chicken Enchiladas (cont.)

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

They’re out of sight, but don’t 
forget about your air ducts. 
Taking care of them can save 
money and energy. Check 
ducts for air leaks. Take care 
of minor sealing jobs with 
heat-approved tape, especially 
in attics and in vented crawl 
spaces. Call the pros for major 
ductwork repairs.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy
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About 30% of a home’s heating energy is lost through inefficient windows. Caulk and 
weatherstrip all windows to seal air leaks. When running your home heating system, lock all 
operable windows to ensure the tightest seal possible.                     Source: Dept. of Energy
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To get the most tender chicken, bring 
chicken to a boil over medium high 
heat, then reduce to low and cook 
gently, or even better, put it in the crock 
pot! It falls off the bone then. 
Debone and chop the chicken into bite 
size pieces and add all but the tortillas 
and the cheese to the pot and simmer 
until heated through and consistency 

should be thicker than gravy; not runny. 
Add a little of the mixture to the bottom of a 9x13 greased pan. 
Layer with tortillas, mixture, and cheese; repeat until you 
don’t have any left. 
Cover with foil and bake at 350 for 30 minutes, remove foil 
and finish for 15 minutes to crisp up the cheese. 
Serve with sour cream and green onions and,
of course, tortilla chips on the side. Green Chili Chicken Enchiladas

•   1 whole chicken cooked and 
deboned 

•  1 sweet onion chopped
•  4 to 5 garlic cloves chopped
•  8 to 12 chopped roasted green chilies
•   1 can Campbell’s condensed cream 

of chicken soup (roasted garlic flavor 
if you can find it)

•   1 can Campbell’s condensed cream 
of mushroom

•   About 1 Campbell’s soup can’s worth 
of milk, or you can use chicken 
broth from the boiled chicken, or 
use about ½ and ½ of both milk and 
broth

•  Salt and pepper to taste
•  1 Tbsp. garlic powder
•  10 or so corn tortillas
•   1lb grated sharp or medium cheddar 

cheese                                 (continued)

Do Nothing Tornado Cake!
Cake-
•  2 cups all-purpose flour
•  1 teaspoons baking soda
•  2 cups granulated sugar
•  2 large eggs
•  1 teaspoon vanilla extract
•  20oz can crushed pineapple
Topping-
•  1/2 cup salted butter
•  1/2 teaspoon vanilla extract
•  2/3 cup evaporated milk
•  1 cup granulated sugar
•  1 cup chopped pecans
•  1 cup sweetened coconut flakes

1.   Preheat your oven to 350 degrees and grease a 9x13” baking pan 
with butter

2.   In a large mixing bowl, mix together your flour, sugar, baking 
soda, eggs, vanilla, and crushed pineapple

3.   Pour into your baking pan and bake for 40-45 minutes or until 
golden brown

4.   Poke several holes in the cake with the handle of a wooden 
spoon

5.   In a medium sized sauce pan, heat your butter, sugar, evaporated 
milk, and vanilla until it reaches a boil

6.   Mix in your pecans and coconut and continue cooking for about 
5 minutes on medium heat, stirring constantly

7.  Pour topping evenly over your cake, slice, and enjoy!
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