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Navopache Electric Cooperative (“NEC”) has 
made great advancements in the reliability of their grid, the solidarity 
of the team and the reputation within the communities it serves in the 
last decade.  NEC knows that having strong leaders throughout the 
organization is a key part of that success.  NEC is fortunate to have such 
a strong pool of leaders within the team, and that makes the retirement 
of Mike Martinez, the Manager of Operations and one of the long-term 
leaders so bittersweet.   

Mike Martinez has been with the co-op 
since March of 1984 when he started as a 
Groundman.  Mike explained that things were 
different back then, there weren’t a lot of the 
bells and whistles and “fancy” equipment that 

we have today.  Many times throughout the years, the co-op budget was 
lean at best.  At the beginning of Mike’s career things were done largely 
by hand – poles were climbed with spikes, and wire was run in and up 
by hand.   Mike worked his way up and became an Apprentice, then in 
1991 he became a Journeyman Lineman, and then worked his way up 
to becoming a Foreman.  The final milestone came when Chuck Moore 
took over as CEO and how he took a leap of faith in Mike.   With pride 
Mike recalls how much he has learned from Chuck over the years – 
things about infrastructure, the industry, and about management on the other side of all of the 
line work.  Mike also went on to explain that Chuck Moore, CEO, has been his favorite mentor.  
Chuck has given him many opportunities to learn and grow in the industry and as a person.  
Mike explains that Chuck is one of those managers that knows a lot about a lot of things and his 
door is always open to help on his team along the way.  Chuck is there, alongside his managers, 
supporting them – sometimes even out in the field when needed. As quoted from Chuck Moore, 
“Mike has been a wonderful employee and leader for NEC throughout his career. He is a class act, 
always stepping up when necessary, taking up challenges and responsibility to do whatever needs 
to be done to provide service to NEC’s members.” 

Mike talks about some of the other managers that became mentors to 
him over the years and while he says he has never had a bad mentor, 
another one stands out to him for all of the right reasons.  He brings 
up Steve Penrod and explained that he really ingrained in him what 
it means to be a “steward of the land’.    It is important to look at what 
we are doing and not tear the land up if we don’t have to, when we go 
in with our equipment, we need to evaluate the best way to leave the 
smallest impact.  As a cooperative, it is our responsibility to preserve 
and protect the land under our care for the generations to come.    

We asked Mike about some of his most memorable experiences over 
his career and one in particular jumped to the forefront, the Rodeo-
Chedeski fire.  He was a Foreman at the time and his crew was one of 
the crews left behind to handle NEC’s electrical system issues during 

the fire.  He describes how the scene here in the White Mountains was almost apocalyptic 
seeming….no one around, everything closed up, heavy smoke in the air and reddish orange skies 
all around.  He said that NEC had 82 poles down and before people could come back home, the 
poles had to be put back up, and lines had to be run.  And NEC did it – they worked around the 
clock and got it done as quickly as possible for the communities that the crews lived in and loved.  
Mike also brought up another memorable incident from yet another fire – he had the misfortune 
of being in the wrong place at the wrong time and was actually hit with a slurry run….talk about 
a surprise!   But through the years, whether it has been fires or snowstorms, the journey here at 
NEC has been a great one for Mike.
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Another fond memory is having the opportunity to participate in 
the International Lineman Rodeo.  He partnered up with another 
long term team member, John Edwards, Area Representative for 
our Springerville Area Office.  They would go and compete with 
linemen from all over the US and Canada.   Competitions included 
things such as speed climbing and hurt man rescue.  Even though 
they didn’t have the dedicated budget and time to practice like 
some of the other larger organizations – they still represented and 
did pretty darn well. 

As Mike discusses his journey through NEC, he describes it as 
a wonderful experience all the way around, through the lean 
and tough times, through the really fantastic times.  Being a apart of the co-op has really shown him that one of the most 
important things for him as a co-op leader is to understand that we are servants to the community, continually improving 
the reliability of the electrical system, and above all else “always answering the call”.  Mike is thankful for the opportunities 
he has had along the way.

When talking about what he plans to do in retirement he says he is actually nervous about retiring but he is going to take 3 
to 4 months to just relax, decompress and get ready for retirement. Once settled in, Mike speaks about riding the Arizona 
Trail on horseback, all the way up through Montana.  Mike had always planned to do that ‘someday’ and now ‘someday’ is 
here.  Mike is also looking forward to spending more time on his property and with his family (especially the grandkids!) 
and just enjoy retirement and getting time to dabble in his hobbies which include being a horseman, his love of cars, 
volunteering where he can, and doing some woodwork.   

The NEC team will miss Mike and all that he brought to the table, but they are excited to catch up with him from time to 
time and hear about his adventures.
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Hats Off To Electric Workers…and Old Well Drillers
Early one Saturday morning many years ago in the rural farm country of Shumway Arizona,

I learned a valuable lesson in safety that has carried with me throughout my entire 
life. My parents were building a home on the family farm, and as usual on Saturdays 
we arrived just after sun up to work on the house. It was my job to keep the site clean 
and stack or pick up all the debris so the contractors could make a mess again the next 
week. However, this Saturday was different, there near the home site was parked what 
appeared to be the world’s oldest well drilling rig being worked on by who appeared to 
be the world’s oldest man! 

Being a curios young teen, I couldn’t help but rush over and ask him how it all 
worked. As I asked the gruff old fellow dozens of questions I was pleasantly surprised 
when he was willing to answer descriptively and almost seemed excited that I showed 
interest in his set up. After some time of being a good sport the old man interrupted me 
and said “stand clear son I’m firing her up”. I quickly snapped back with “hey can I help?” 
I will never forget when he soberly turned to me, peeled his tattered leather gloves off, 
held his nearly fingerless hands near my face and said “this is not a safe job, and I am not 
a safe person, so the answer is NO!” Traumatized at the site of the stubs on his hands, I 
politely thanked him, then deliberately and slowly turned and walked away. I knew deep 
inside if I started out fast I would just start running! Halfway between the rig and the 
house, I jumped skyward at the god awful sound of the old rig roaring to life. That day as 
we worked around the property I would stop occasionally to stare at the noisy rig from a 
safe distance. I was mesmerized by all the moving parts along with the skill and strength 
of the world’s oldest fingerless man making it look easy. 

As a young man this experience helped me learn a couple very personal lessons, 
both in life and in safety. First, it helped me in checking Well Driller off my future career 
list. Second it has helped me realize what some folks sacrifice to provide an “essential 
service”. Of course back then I had no way of knowing that my career would lead 
me down a path to work with one of the world’s most useful, yet dangerous forces…
electricity. As a utility worker and Safety Specialist in the electric industry, I have the 
pleasure of watching men and women perform this dangerous work on a daily basis, and 
amazingly most still have all of their fingers! Of course it takes extensive training, but 
like the old Well Driller, these guys and gals make it look easy. Try to imagine constantly 
working with the unseen power of electricity, where one small mistake, one simple 
touch could not just take a finger but end your life and devastate your family. These folks 
work in driving snow, blustery wind, and unbearable heat, day and night to “keep the 
lights on”. They work tirelessly as the world hungrily consumes the product nonstop, 
whether in a pandemic or peace. Thankfully for all our sake, these workers do all this 
eagerly and safely. My hope is that we all take safety seriously, give thanks for life giving 
utilities such as water and electricity and join together in taking our hats off to all the 
Electric Workers…and old Well Drillers! 

By: Wes Reidhead 
Safety/Loss Control Specialist -Navopache Electric Cooperative  
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Capital Credit Retirement
Navopache Electric Cooperative is retiring Capital Credits 
for the years 1984-1986, and mailing checks to current and 
former members during the month of April 2022. If you were 
a member anytime during this time period, please make 
sure that NEC has your current mailing information. You 
can update your information by emailing capitalcredits@
navopache.org, or by calling 928-368-1345, and an NEC 
Member Care Specialist will contact you to verify the 
changes. If you have any friend or business acquaintances 
that were members during that time but have moved away, 
please encourage them to make sure that their mailing 
information is current.

More information about Capital Credits can be found on our 
website at www.navopache.org.
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We hide account numbers each month in the “hiLites” . If you 
find your number, please contact our office
 and we’ll give you a $10 credit on your next

Navopache Electric Co-op billing .

Navopache Electric Cooperative

Creamy Herbed Easter
Ham and Pea Pasta Salad Share Your Favorite Recipes

Navopache Electric Cooperative would love to share 
some of your favorite recipes with our readers . Send in 
your favorite recipes along with your name and the 
town you live in (so we can give you credit) to: 

Navopache Electric Co-op 
Attn:  “hiLites” Editor

1878 W . White Mountain Blvd . 
Lakeside, AZ 85929 

or e-mail it to jwade@navopache .org

hiLites
is published by 
Navopache Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
1878 W. White Mountain Blvd.
Lakeside, AZ  85929
1-800-543-6324 • 1-928-368-5118
www.navopache.org
This publication is intended for members of Navopache Electric 
Cooperative and is mailed with the members’ monthly billing. As 
the official publication of the cooperative, the purpose of “hiLites” 
is to inform consumers on matters pertaining to cooperative news, 
rural electrification, safety, efficient use of electricity and improved 
rural living. 
Notary services are available at all NEC offices, except Whiteriver.

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

They’re out of sight, but don’t 
forget about your air ducts. 
Taking care of them can save 
money and energy. Check 
ducts for air leaks. Take care 
of minor sealing jobs with 
heat-approved tape, especially 
in attics and in vented crawl 
spaces. Call the pros for major 
ductwork repairs.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy

Energy Efficiency “Tip of the Month”Energy Efficiency “Tip of the Month”
When streaming content, use the smallest device that makes sense for the number of people watching. Avoid streaming on game 

consoles, which use 10 times more power than streaming through a tablet or laptop. Streaming content with electronic equipment 

that has earned the ENERGY STAR® rating will use 25% to 30% less energy than standard equipment. Source: Dept. of Energy

RecipesRecipes

Cheddar Ham Soup

Kosher salt and freshly ground black 
pepper
1/3 cup mayonnaise
1/4 cup chopped fresh flat-leaf 
parsley
3 tablespoons sour cream
2 tablespoons finely chopped fresh 
chives

2 tablespoons chopped fresh mint
1 1/2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice
8 ounces dried penne or pennette
1 1/2 cups frozen peas, thawed
1 cup diced ham

1.  Bring a large pot of salted water to a boil.
2.   Whisk together the mayonnaise, parsley, sour cream, chives, 

mint, lemon juice, 1/2 teaspoon salt and a few grinds of pepper in 
a large bowl. (ninefouroneninezerosix)

3.   Add the pasta to the boiling water and cook according to the 
package directions. Three minutes before the pasta is done, add 
the peas to the pot. Drain and rinse under cold water to cool; add 
to the bowl with the dressing.

4.   Add the ham to the bowl and toss to combine. Season with salt 
and pepper. The pasta salad is best if served right away.

1.   In a large saucepan, combine the potatoes, water, carrot and onion. Bring 
to a boil. Reduce heat; cover and cook until tender, 10-15 minutes.

2.   Meanwhile, in another saucepan, melt butter. Stir in flour until smooth. 
Gradually stir in milk; add salt and pepper. Bring to a boil; cook and stir 
until thickened, about 2 minutes. Stir in cheese until melted. Stir into 
undrained potato mixture. Add ham and peas; heat through.

2 cups diced peeled 
potatoes
2 cups water
1/2 cup sliced carrot
1/4 cup chopped onion
1/4 cup butter, cubed
1/4 cup all-purpose 
flour

2 cups 2% milk
1/4 to 1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon pepper
2 cups shredded ched-
dar cheese
1-1/2 cups cubed fully 
cooked ham
1 cup frozen peas

Place the cream and sugar into the bowl of a stand mixer 
with the whisk attachment and whip until stiff peaks are 
formed. Add the sour cream and whisk to combine.
Add the marshmallows, orange, pineapple, coconut, 
pecans and cherries and stir to combine. Transfer to a 
glass serving bowl, cover and place in the
refrigerator for 2 hours before serving.

1/2 cup 
heavy cream
1 tablespoon 
sugar
4 ounces 
sour cream
6 ounces homemade mini 
marshmallows, approximately 
3 cups

1 cup clementine orange 
segments, approximately 6 
clementines
1 cup chopped fresh pineapple
1 cup freshly grated coconut
1 cup toasted, chopped pecans
1/2 cup drained maraschino 
cherries


