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Tree Trimming
Improves Service for All
One of the things I love best about our community is 
the natural beauty that surrounds us. We are fortunate 
to have so many trees that offer beauty, shade and a 
habitat for all sorts of birds and other wildlife. We 
know that you appreciate our community for many of 
the same reasons. 
At NEC, we strive to balance maintaining beautiful 
surroundings and ensuring a reliable power supply by keeping power lines 

clear of trees and vegetation within rights of way (ROW). 
While we recognize and appreciate the beauty of trees, there are three main benefits to tree trimming 
in ROW areas. However, before touching on the main reasons, let me explain what a “rights of way” 
is and how it may impact you. A rights of way is the land NEC uses to construct, maintain, replace or 
repair underground and overhead power lines. Rights of way enable NEC to provide clearance from 
trees and other obstructions that could hinder the power line installation, maintenance or operation. 
ROW areas are typically on public lands or located near a business or home. Regardless, NEC must 
be able to maintain the power lines above and below the ROW. The overall goal of our vegetation 
management program is to provide reliable power to our members while maintaining the beauty of 
our community. Proactive vegetation management benefits NEC members in three tangible ways.

Safety
First and foremost, we care about our members and put their safety and that of our lineworkers above 
all else. Overgrown vegetation and trees pose a risk to power lines. For example, if trees are touching 
power lines in our members’ yards, they can pose grave danger to families. If children can access those 
trees, they can potentially climb into a danger zone. Electricity can arc, or jump, from a power line to 
a nearby conductor like a tree. A proactive approach also diminishes the chances of fallen branches or 
trees during severe weather events that make it more complicated and dangerous for lineworkers to 
restore power.  

Reliability 
Of course, one of the biggest benefits of a smart vegetation management program is reliability. 
Strategic tree trimming reduces the frequency of downed lines causing power outages. Generally 
speaking, healthy trees don’t fall on power lines, and clear lines don’t cause problems. Proactive 
trimming and pruning keeps lines clear to promote reliability. 

Affordability   
As you know, NEC is a not-for-profit electric distribution cooperative, and that means we strive 
to keep our costs in check in order to keep our rates affordable. This extends to our approach to 
vegetation management. If trees grow too close to power lines, the potential for expensive repairs also 
increases. Effective tree trimming and other 
vegetation management efforts keep costs down 
for everyone. 
Our community is a special place. We appreciate 
the beauty trees afford, but we also know our 
community depends on us to provide reliable 
energy. Through vegetation management, we 
are better able to keep the power lines clear, 
prepare for future weather events and secure the 
reliability of the grid.
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NEC offices will be closed
on Monday, May 31, 2021
in honor of Memorial Day.

Happy Mother’s Day!

Celebrating 75 years!



Navopache Electric Cooperative

Pictured left to right: Dennis Hughes - District I, Secretary/ Treasurer, Brad Baker 
- District 2, President, Steve Heckathorne - District 6, Director, Navajo County 

Chairman Daryl Seymore, and County Manager Glenn Kephart.

NEC Board President, Brad Baker,
presents a capital credits check to Jay Cook,

General Manager for Pinetop Water.

More Capital Credits Presentations
Directors from the NEC Board took the opportunity to hit the road and present Capital Credit 
checks to a select group of long standing members of the co-op. 

(Continued from last month)

4302



Navopache Electric Cooperative

The winner of the $50 Paperless Billing Credit
for May 2021 is Ronald Zimmerman

Congratulations!

NEC in partnership with Co-op Connections
proudly presents our Business of the Month...

Looking for somewhere 
to go that has a 
fun, family friendly 
atmosphere as well as 
amazing pizza, wings, 
salad bar, and everything 
that goes along with it?  
Goob’s Pizza is the place 
for you! Goob’s makes 
their homemade dough 

fresh daily.  They also use homemade pizza sauce, freshly grated mozzarella, 
their own seasoned Italian sausage, and all of the other fresh ingredients you 
could want on the pizza made for your special tastes!! And if that isn’t enough to 
get your taste buds going, they offer tasty wings and an awesome salad bar!
Tracy & Holly Long take pride in owning one of the favorite pizza places here in the 
White Mountains and it shows!! Reviews found on their Facebook page include 
customers saying “The worst thing about Goobs is that you can’t stop eating!  So 
delicious!”, “Amazing pizza, wings and breadsticks! Very friendly and welcoming 
staff! Quality ingredients! If you are ever close by you gotta stop!”, and “Me and my 
girlfriend came in for the very first time, and right away was greeted by the super 
friendly staff, and they were quick to show us all the specials and different options. 
And btw great job of actually living up to the hype the staff told us about the pizza 
because it was absolutely AMAZING!!!!!! The service was outstanding and the 
pizza was even better, you have definitely made new loyal customers!!!”. There are 
many more just like these – don’t believe us? Check them out for yourself on their 
Facebook page – but be careful – there are a lot of pictures that will get you craving  
their delicious pizza and wings! (sevenzerozerozero)
Not only do they make fabulous pizza & wings that have customers traveling from 
surrounding towns to get, but they take pride in doing all that they can to support 
their local communities as well. This has earned them a Business of the Year Award 
from the Round Valley Unified School District for all of their support and dedication 
to the students and staff members. They also were awarded a People’s Choice 
Award from the Springerville-Eager Chamber of Commerce.  
NEC is proud to be able to celebrate Goob’s Pizza as our May 2021 
Co-op Connections Business of the Month!!  Stop in and show them 
your NEC Co-op Connections Card and receive a free size upgrade on 
your pizza (one pizza upgrade per visit)!!

As everyone is well aware, wildfires here in the Southwest can bring devastation to 
individuals, families and communities. With winter/spring moisture below average in 
our region, it is predicted that we will see above average fire events as we enter the 
upcoming dry season.    

Everyone needs to evaluate their preparedness and take the steps they need, if a wildfire should strike.

5 P’s of Evacuation
-  People and Pets and other animals/livestock and supplies.

-   Prescriptions with dosages, medicines, medical equipment, vision and hearing 
aids, batteries and power cords, face coverings, hand sanitizer and sanitizing 
wipes. 

-   Papers including important documents (hard copies and/or electronic copies 
saved on external hard drives or thumb drives), insurance papers, contacts.

-   Personal Needs including clothing, water, baby supplies, food, cash, credit 
cards, first aid kits, phones, and chargers. Items for people with access and/or 
functional needs, such as older adults and children.

-   Priceless items including photos, irreplaceable mementos and other valuables.



We hide account numbers each month in the “hiLites” .
If you find your number, please contact our office

 and we’ll give you a $10 credit on your next
Navopache Electric Co-op billing .

Navopache Electric Cooperative

Share Your Favorite Recipes
Navopache Electric Cooperative would love to share 
some of your favorite recipes with our readers . Send in 
your favorite recipes along with your name and the 
town you live in (so we can give you credit) to: 

Navopache Electric Co-op 
Attn:  “hiLites” Editor

1878 W . White Mountain Blvd . 
Lakeside, AZ 85929 

or e-mail it to jwade@navopache .org

hiLites
is published by 
Navopache Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
1878 W. White Mountain Blvd.
Lakeside, AZ  85929
1-800-543-6324 • 1-928-368-5118
www.navopache.org
This publication is intended for members of Navopache Electric 
Cooperative and is mailed with the members’ monthly billing. As 
the official publication of the cooperative, the purpose of “hiLites” 
is to inform consumers on matters pertaining to cooperative news, 
rural electrification, safety, efficient use of electricity and improved 
rural living. 
Notary services are available at all NEC offices, except Whiteriver.

Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

Remember to close your 
fireplace damper (unless 
a fire is burning). Keeping 
the damper open is 
like leaving a window 
wide open during the 
winter, allowing warm 
air to escape through the 
chimney.

Source: energy.gov

EnEnergy Efficiency “Tip of the Month”ergy Efficiency “Tip of the Month”
Avoid placing items like lamps and televisions near your thermostat .
The thermostat senses heat from these appliances, which can cause your air 
conditioner to run longer than necessary .                                Source: www.energy.gov

RecipesRecipes

Star Spangled Layered Dip

Shrimp Boil Foil Packets

Sparkling Summer Lemonade

Preheat a gas or charcoal grill over high heat.
Cut four sheets of foil, about 12-inches long. 
Divide shrimp, sausage, corn and potatoes into 4 equal portions and 
add to the center of each foil in a single layer.
Fold up all 4 sides of each foil packet. Add olive oil, cajun seasoning, 
salt and pepper, to taste; gently toss to combine. Fold the sides of the 
foil over the shrimp, covering completely and sealing the packets 
closed. (oneonezerozero)
Place foil packets on the grill and cook until just cooked through, 
about 12-15 minutes.*
Served immediately, garnished with parsley, if desired.

1 1/2 pounds large shrimp, peeled and deveined
1 (12.8-ounce) package smoked andouille sausage, 
thinly sliced
2 ears corn, each cut crosswise into 4 pieces
1 pound baby red potatoes, halved
2 tablespoons olive oil
4 teaspoons cajun seasoning
Kosher salt and freshly ground black pepper, to taste
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley leaves

Pour the sugar and 1 cup water into a small 
pot and place over medium heat. Bring to a 
simmer, stirring until the sugar is dissolved. Remove from the heat 
and add the mint sprigs. Let the mint steep for 10 minutes, then 
discard the mint.
Add the mint simple syrup to a large pitcher, punch bowl or serving 
canister. Add the lemon juice, blackberries, raspberries, strawberries 
and lemon wheels and give a good stir. When ready to serve, fill the 
pitcher halfway with ice. Top the mixture with seltzer and give a good 
stir. Serve over ice with sprigs of fresh mint.

1 cup sugar
3 sprigs fresh mint, plus more for serving 
1/2 cup lemon juice plus 1 lemon, sliced into 
wheels
1/2 cup blackberries 
1/2 cup raspberries 
1/2 cup strawberries, halved 
2 liters seltzer or soda water 

Evenly spread the refried beans on the bottom of a 9-by-13-inch 
baking dish. Spread the guacamole over the beans and then 
spread the sour cream over the guacamole. Sprinkle with scallions 
and then the shredded cheese.
To make the shape of a flag, arrange the black olives in the top left 
corner of the dish. Sprinkle with a dusting of cotija cheese. Spoon 
salsa in stripe formation on the rest of the dish. Sprinkle the 
remaining cotija cheese between the salsa to create white stripes. 
Refrigerate until ready to serve. Serve with corn chips for dipping.

Two 15-ounce cans refried beans
2 cups guacamole 
One 16-ounce container sour 
cream 
4 scallions, thinly sliced, light 
green and white parts only 
2 cups shredded Mexican blend 
cheese 
1/4 cup chopped black olives 

1 cup crumbled Cotija cheese 
1 1/2 cups salsa 
Corn chips, for serving (I like 
Fritos scoops)


