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With the midterm elections in the rearview mirror, Navopache 
Electric Cooperative (NEC ) is looking ahead at the impact 
and opportunities for rural Arizona, as well as other  electric 
cooperatives across America. 

Electric cooperatives across the nation played an active role in 
the midterm election and worked to get to know each candidate 
running for federal office. This was particularly important since 
more than 60 members of Congress decided to retire or run for a 
different office. (twozeroonezerozero)

Through Co-ops Vote, a nonpartisan political engagement effort led by the 
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association, more than 100 candidates attended 
electric cooperative functions or met with co-op staff. Several statewide co-op 
associations sponsored or hosted a debate or forum for gubernatorial candidates, 
while more than 30 local electric cooperatives participated in National Voter 
Registration Day activities. NEC hosted two meet and greet functions, one for 
Congressman Tom O’Halleran and one for Congresswoman Martha McSally.

As we continue getting to know our new elected officials, NEC will continue 
advocating for policies that protect local business interests and advance the quality 
of life in the White Mountains of Arizona and New Mexico. 

There are several opportunities for our elected leaders to find common ground 
and advance legislation to benefit our communities.  

Improving our nation’s aging infrastructure is a great place to start. Congress 
and the White House should explore an infrastructure package that benefits all 
Americans, especially those at risk of being left behind in rural America. And this 
investment in critical infrastructure needs to go beyond roads and bridges. Congress 
should leverage an infrastructure package to help maintain and modernize the 
electric grid and connect rural communities to the modern economy. 

The new Congress also presents an opportunity to expand access to high-speed 
internet service in rural communities that currently lack it. According to the FCC, 
23 million rural Americans lack access to broadband internet—most of them are 
members of an electric co-op. Roughly 100 electric cooperatives are working to 
close the digital divide by bringing broadband to their communities.

Despite that progress, an expanded combination of grants and loans is necessary 
to continue providing rural communities with the 
wherewithal for education, telemedicine and a 21st century 
economy. Everyone—the Trump administration and both 
Democrats and Republicans in Congress—agrees on the 
need to bolster rural broadband.

Electric cooperatives like NEC are engines of economic 
development in the White Mountains of Arizona and New 

Mexico. And we are proud to continue working towards a 
brighter and more prosperous rural America.

by Chuck Moore, CEO

January 21st



NEC’s Commitment to the White Mountains of Arizona and New Mexico

To help our members save money wherever they do 
business, NEC offers valuable savings with our

Co-Op Connections® Program.
Visit www.navopache.org for more information

Navopache Electric Cooperative is dedicated to enhancing our members’ quality
of life by strengthening the economy throughout our service territory since 1946

Co-Op Connections® Card

367-4290
518 W. White Mountain Blvd.

Lakeside, AZ 85929

info@pinetoplakesidechamber.com

Pinetop/Lakeside Chamber of Commerce welcomes Co-Op 
Connections card holders to stop in for savings!

50% off a NEW Membership
Valued at $260 or above.

With your Co-Op Conections Card. One year only.

January Co-Op Business of the Month

Navopache Electric Cooperative Navopache Electric Cooperative

NEC employees actively participate in our respective communities.  We belong and 
participate in the Church of our choice. We are on School Boards and Town Councils. We coach 
Little League, AYSO, and other youth sports. We volunteer at community events. Everywhere 
you go, you will find NEC employees involved. We love our White Mountains and strive to 
make it a better place to live and raise our families.

NEC participated in both the Apache & Catron County Fair. We donated money to help 
support the 4-H youngsters raise their animals. We received over 20 thank you cards from 
young people who are very dedicated to their projects

The Town of Pinetop-Lakeside calls upon the NEC crews several times a year to change out 
their Event Banner that spans Hwy 260 as you enter Lakeside. This year our crews replaced the 
aged poles for the banners, when the Town purchased new poles.

At Christmas, NEC loves to get into the spirit. We decorate our offices, hand out candy and this year we helped our 
youngsters, by giving them a letter to Santa that they could write on what they wanted.  Lakeside Crews put up the lights in 
Lakeside for Santa’s White Mountain Adventure. 

Here is a lovely thank you, we received. “Luna Valley 4-H and Luna residents are very grateful to Navopache employees Ben 
White, Justin Stukel and Matt Bates for stringing Christmas lights at Luna Community Center.  They light up our lives!”

This same crew, with their Area Office Coordinator, Kelly Schilleman, 
decorated an NEC truck and entered the 1st annual Reserve Light Parade.

NEC employees Randy McFall aka. RAM and Wyatt Buschschulte designed 
and built a ceremonial switch for the Town of Pinetop Lakeside, 
recycling retired equipment from NEC. The Town used it at the 
annual lighting of the Christmas Lights.

2019 promises to be a busy 
year for NEC.

So say ‘hello’ when you see us out in the community, we are your neighbors, too!

2019 Holiday Schedule
For the 2019 year, NEC will continue to be on a 4-day work schedule every week of the year.  What does this mean for 
our members?  It means that NEC offices will be closed every Friday in 2019.  

All offices will be open Monday through Thursday, except closed in recognition of the holidays as listed below.  NEC 
office hours will be 7:00 a.m. until 6:00 p.m. in Lakeside and 7:00 a.m. until 5:30 p.m. for all area offices.

For 2019, NEC will recognize and be closed on the following 8 holidays.
Holiday	 	 	 	 Date	Offices	are	Closed
New Year’s Day   January 1, 2019

President’s Day   February 18, 2019

Memorial Day    May 27, 2019

4th of July    July 4, 2019

Labor Day    September 2, 2019

Thanksgiving Day   November 28, 2019

Christmas Eve    December 24, 2019

Christmas Day    December 25, 2019

The winner of the
$50 Paperless Billing Credit

for January 2019 is
Abigail Wilson

Congratulations!

oneeightfourzerozero



Coffee Cake (continued)

We hide account numbers each month in the “hiLites” .
If you find your number, please contact our office

 and we’ll give you a $10 credit on your next
Navopache Electric Co-op billing .

Navopache Electric Cooperative

Share Your Favorite Recipes
Navopache Electric Cooperative would love to share 
some of your favorite recipes with our readers . Send in 
your favorite recipes along with your name and the 
town you live in (so we can give you credit) to: 

Navopache Electric Co-op 
Attn:  “hiLites” Editor

1878 W . White Mountain Blvd . 
Lakeside, AZ 85929 

or e-mail it to ENeal@navopache .org

hiLites
is published by 
Navopache Electric Cooperative, Inc. 
1878 W. White Mountain Blvd.
Lakeside, AZ  85929
1-800-543-6324 • 1-928-368-5118
www.navopache.org
This publication is intended for members of Navopache Electric 
Cooperative and is mailed with the members’ monthly billing. As 
the official publication of the cooperative, the purpose of “hiLites” 
is to inform consumers on matters pertaining to cooperative news, 
rural electrification, safety, efficient use of electricity and improved 
rural living. 
Notary services are available at all NEC offices, except Whiteriver.

Energy Efficiency “Tip of the Month”
Is your hot water tank warm to the touch? Consider insulating it to save 7 to 16 
percent annually on water heating costs . Follow the manufacturer’s 
recommendations . Source: energy.gov

Recipes

German Streusel Coffee Cake 1953

5.  Pour into the cake pan.
6.  Then sprinkle the streusel mixture evenly on the top of 

the cake
7.   Bake for a total of 20 minutes in the following manner:
    400 degrees for 5 minutes
    350 degrees for 15 minutes

Minestrone Soup
Submitted by member, Ginny McCormick,
“My guests absolutely ‘rave’ about this soup and 
it is quite easy to make. This soup is excellent 
the next day, as well, if you have any left.”
1 lb hot Italian sausage (or regular)
½ lb bacon
2 zucchini
1 large onion or 3 leeks (if using 
leeks, add in the last 15 minutes of 
cooking to retain form)
4 carrot
2 turnips
4 celery stalks
4 cloves garlic, smashed & diced

1 tsp salt
1/2 tsp black pepper
1 tsp basil
2 tsp Italian seasoning
(3) 14.5 oz cans chicken broth
(1) 32 oz can canned tomatoes
1 c small pasta of choice
1 can white beans of choice 
(optional)
Grated parmesan cheese to taste

1.  In a Dutch Oven or medium size pot, fry sausage and cubed ba-
con, remove from pan

2.  Slice or chop veggies into large bite size pieces. Sauté veggies in 
the fat. (next 6 ingredients)

3.  Add salt, pepper, basil & Italian seasoning.
4.  Add canned tomatoes, chicken broth & pasta.
5.  Add meat mixture back to pot.
6    Let cook for approximately 45 minutes to an hour. 
7.  Add canned beans if you prefer.
8.  Serve with grated parmesan on top.

Serves: 4-6 Prep: 35 Min Cook: 1 Hr

1.  Rub together with a wooden spoon the flour, sugar, butter, and 
salt.

2.  Then remove 3/4 cup to separate bowl to be used for the crumb 
topping. Add 1/2 tsp cinnamon to the crumb topping.

3.  To the rest of the original mixture add the spices, baking powder 
and soda.

4.  Beat two eggs well and mix with the buttermilk. Add the milk and 
eggs to the dry ingredients and mix well.

2 c sifted flour
2 c brown sugar, packed firm
2/3 c butter, room temp
1/2 tsp salt
1 tsp cinnamon
1/2 tsp nutmeg

1/4 tsp cloves
1 1/2 tsp baking powder
1/2 tsp baking soda
2 whole eggs, well beaten
1 c buttermilk
1/2 tsp cinnamon

Serves: Prep: 9-12 20 Min 
Cook: 20 Min 
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Energy Efficiency 
Tip of the Month

They’re out of sight, but don’t 
forget about your air ducts. 
Taking care of them can save 
money and energy. Check 
ducts for air leaks. Take care 
of minor sealing jobs with 
heat-approved tape, especially 
in attics and in vented crawl 
spaces. Call the pros for major 
ductwork repairs.

Source: U.S. Department of Energy


